
Creates letter-like
shapes and strings.
Draws pictures 

and shapes

What you can
 see from your 
child’s work

Writes some recognisable
letters. Talks about why 

people write

FOUNDATION YEAR 1

How does my child learn to write a sentence?

Writes own recognisable 
name or personally significant 

words. Writes from left to right 
and top to bottom

Writes left to right
using spaces between
words. Writes a small

range of familiar
common words

Uses logical word order 
in sentences. Makes 
plausible attempts to 
write unfamiliar words

phonetically

Learning basic skills like reading, writing, spelling, adding and subtracting generally happen in a certain 
order. On the Australian Curriculum website, the literacy and numeracy progressions show the order that 
most children develop these skills.

Use the literacy and numeracy learning progressions to see where your child might be up to in their 
development of a particular skill (like learning to write a full sentence) and see the next typical step of 
development. 

LITERACY 
LEARNING 

PROGRESSIONS

Read more about the national literacy and numeracy learning progressions on the Australian Curriculum website.

LEARNING
PROGRESSIONS

How your child
learns to create

texts


